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Dyslexia and Learning Disorders 

Mark Le Messurier for GENERATION NEXT, 2014 
Understanding the unique challenges our Dyslexic youth face and how they can be met 
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This presentation is for the kids who set off to school intending to learn to read and 
write, but falter because of an unexpected learning difficulty, namely Dyslexia  
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For those who wish to read the  startling clinical evidence about the links between 
Dyslexia, Behaviour and Depression, I have gathered 13 research articles for you 
The last slide today will show you how to access them 

Dyslexic myths 

They're slow learners  usually with low IQ’s 

They’re lazy – ‘if only he’d apply himself’ 

He can read and write so it isn’t dyslexia They all write backwards or reverse letters 

There’s no cure. So why recognise or fund it? 

Can’t be - no one else in the family has it 

Repeating a school grade is always  a great help 

Just get them to read a lot more 

There is no way to truly diagnose dyslexia If you’re doing well at school you can’t be dyslexic 

Dyslexia does not exist 

He’ll outgrow his Dyslexia 
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“I don’t want to be here anymore…” 
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Universal need for 
social recognition 

REVENGE SEEKING 
behaviour 

POWER SEEKING 
behaviour 

ATTENTION 
SEEKING behaviour 

DISPLAYS OF 
INADEQUACY 

When social recognition not given 

When social recognition not given 

When social recognition not given 

When social recognition not given 

The Four goals of Misbehaviour 
Dreikurs R, Brunwald B,  Bronia P, Floy, C. 1998, Maintaining sanity in the classroom: 
classroom management techniques, second edition, Taylor and Francis, Levittown, PA. 
 

http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=dyslexic+myths&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=3NkDKxP9X1uSVM&tbnid=NA-BDe09nFPFbM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.millsproductions.co.uk/dyslexia/dyslexia.shtml&ei=cUw9UZJCjM2ZBaadgYgM&bvm=bv.43287494,d.dGY&psig=AFQjCNHUBUWKBiBEF_s0QItHZuD71VdRzA&ust=1363058153875053
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Every teacher needs to understand 

and use the reading research because 
the right methods will offer many, 

many more students a way to achieve  

Former Prime Minister, Julia Gillard announced a National reading blitz for all 
young Australians to help sinking literacy standards. Gonski came and went. The 
new Prime Minister, Tony Abbott, has cut $80 billion from health and education. 

2012’s PIRLS results - ‘Progress in 
International Reading Literacy Skills’ - 
saw our year 4 students come in 27th 

out of 42 countries  
 

25% of Australian year 4 students fell 
short of the benchmark in reading 

 

“But, we need much more -  
we need a paradigm shift”  
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1 in 5 are affected by some form 
of language-based or ‘Dyslexic   
styled’ learning difficulty 

10% of the population 
are Dyslexic – 4% 
severely dyslexic 

 

4 males to 1 female are 
currently being identified 
as Dyslexic 

A few Dyslexics and non-Dyslexics suffer from 'visual 
stress’. For them, it’s more than a deficit in the 
phonological component  
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The 4 subcomponents of Dyslexia - the core issues 
 

Phonological  
awareness 

Rapid  
Automatized 

Naming 
(RAN) 

  Auditory working  
Memory and  

Visual memory 

Visual- 
orthographic 

processing 
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Read the following passage 
  

How hard are you working to make sense of this? I’ve added a little 
visual distortion to help you ‘feel’  the confusion. 
Tell your neighbour what it means! 

Below is the original passage 
  

In a typical paragraph ‘everyday sight words’ average 60%  
Notice how many of these the dyslexic reader missed and the 
difference it makes. Now you’re getting the picture! 
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Dyslexia is a neurologically-based condition. We now know 
that it is inherited.  
 

It causes problems with reading, writing, spelling and is 
usually linked to difficulties with concentration, short term 
memory and organisation. 
 

Dyslexia is not the result of low intellect, stupidity, nor is it a 
gift. It is not caused by poor schooling, poor home 
background, poor motivation for learning, poor eye sight, poor 
hearing or muscle control - although it may occur with these 
conditions. 

“Copy this from the board!” 
 

Your task - copy and substitute each vowel with an @ - start now! 
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Most common… 
 

   Dyscalculia 
   Dysgraphia 
   ADD and ADHD 
   Anxiety disorder 
   Autism Spectrum Disorders 

Others can include… 
 

   Conduct Disorders 
   Oppositional Defiant Disorder 
   Auditory Processing Disorder 
   Tourette's Syndrome 
   Sensory Impairments 

 

Consider co-Morbid conditions with Dyslexia – 
                                             it isn’t always just about Dyslexia 

Dyslexia, behaviour and depression? 
Consider the child’s coping capacity, and the 
quality of support they have around them 

 
  Take home tips 
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‘Dyslexia Screening Test’ and checklists 
 

http://www.pearsonclinical.com.au/productdetails/115/1/62 
 

http://www.dyslexiavictoriaonline.com/chofdyin.html 
 

http://www.dyslexiaaction.org.uk/dyslexia-check-list 
 

http://www.bdadyslexia.org.uk/dyslexia-check-list 
 

http://www.dyslexiaa2z.com/learning_difficulties/dyslexia/dyslexia_checklist 

Is it Dyslexia? Dyslexia checklists are available; 

 
  Take home tips 
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‘Dyslexia Aware Schools’ program - info@actiondyslexia.co.uk 

http://www.theage.com.au/national/education/seeking-a-new-deal-on-dyslexia-
20100528-wl5z.html#ixzz28pg7CF9b 
                                               

Dyslexia Aware Schools 
What do they look like? 

Excerpt of a letter (the polite bit) written by a year 11 student to his history teacher 

“Please understand my dyslexia. If all you want me to do is write essays then all you are doing is 
testing is my learning disability and I’ll just keep showing you I’ve got a really BIG one!” 

 
  Take home tips 

There's no shame about having a different learning style - ways are ALWAYS 
found to show kids they can succeed 
 

Student progress is tracked - no one slips through the cracks 
 

Access to text-to-speech and predictive typing software, audio books and video 
 

Teachers are trained how-to teach reading and spelling, and how-to compensate 
for poor memory/organisation  
 

Parents are provided with ‘quality’ information about Dyslexia 
 

There are audits and reviews to support teachers, students and parents 
 
 

‘Dyslexia Aware Schools’ work. Why? It’s called “good teaching” 
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When in doubt about a program, check the Macquarie University briefings; 
http://www.musec.mq.edu.au/community_outreach/musec_briefings/#MB23 
 

Do your homework - Multisensory programs that teach RULES as well as GOOD 
TEACHING are still by far the best approach we have to assist Dyslexic learners 
 

 Treatment of dyslexia 
                - a word to the wise 

Quality programs as; 
Hickey, Multi-lit, Toe by Toe, 
Jolly phonics, Alpha to Omega and 
Phono-Graphix 

 

Quality software programs as; 
Mike Joes’ Nessy, The Reading Doctor,  
Units of Sound, Rapid Reading and 
Wordshark 

 
  Take home tips 
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     Just doing more ‘reading’ or ‘schoolwork’ won’t work  
  

Research supports the ‘Orton-Gillingham Multisensory Method’  
One example is the ‘Hickey Multisensory Language Course’ 

     explicit training in phonics, phonemes and morphemes 

      focus on decoding (word work) in combination with spelling rules and how they work 
      reading of progressively more difficult texts – highly structured 
      practice of comprehension strategies while reading texts 
                                                                                                     http://www.ortonacademy.org/approach.php 
 

Don’t forget - get eyes checked by a behavioural optometrist. Ask for 
visual attention span and visual stress to be assessed too 

 

Treatment of dyslexia 
 

Early intervention needed 
It won’t go away, but their confidence to learn will 
 
Some Apps with phonological bias are ‘useful’- 
http://dyslexiahelp.umich.edu/tools/apps 
 
Dyslexics learn differently - help them discover 
they CAN learn differently - it will empower them! 
 
 

 
  Take home tips 
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Case study: published August 21st , 2013 - data is available from the school 
  

A reading and writing program that helped transform an Adelaide school 
 

Here’s an example of a program based on the ‘Orton-Gillingham Multisensory 
Method’ – more often not available to students in Australian schools  w
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Free Natural Reader Version 11 
Talks text from anywhere out loud to listen to - simple and free! 
 

WordQ and SpeakQ 
Desktop tools with word prediction, spoken feedback and speech recognition 
 

Free 7 Sticky Notes 
Great way to help students plan, stay on task and remember 
 

Speak Selection tool on smartphones, iPhones, iPads and iPods 
It can speak from any text - can gather information from web pages  
 

Dragon SpeakingNaturally Premium Edition 
Voice recognition software remains tricky to train, but can be brilliant! 
 

Audacity - free recorder - to record ideas, what to do and assignments  
 

Echo Smartpen - wirelessly transfers written or audio notes to a computer or tablet  

 

 

 

 
  Take home tips Assistive technology 

 

Go to services/SPELD SA blog  
http://speldsa.wordpress.com/  

http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=students+in+class&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=EH0rGYy7WaHvfM&tbnid=JfDklAIxMLfy4M:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://edudemic.com/2011/11/technology-transform/&ei=bHdGUZyRFdHvmAWGqIDwDQ&psig=AFQjCNFSkUkHX7rM7saLhdAegddOcTPqbg&ust=1363658962680097
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Meet Tim…  
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Reminder! 
 

This PowerPoint, notes, references and additional articles, as 
well as the videos, are available as a gift from my website; 
http://marklemessurier.com.au/main/ 
workshops/teacher/ 
See ‘Teacher Presentation 13’ 

REFLECTIONS ON DYSLEXIA   A  film about 
four adults who live with Dyslexia. They 
discuss  the emotional issues and how 
Dyslexia influenced their lives 
www.marklemessurier.com.au 
 
 

Dyslexia Aware Schools change the lives of students with 
and without Dyslexia  
 

Find out more; http://www.dagbags.org.au 
                                                           info@actiondyslexia.co.uk 
                           SPELD in your city 

Thank you! 

http://www.marklemessurier.com.au/

